The Bicentennial Singers 


Foreman School Children Celebrate With Song 
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The hottest new singing 
group in Hobart is using old 
material and making a 
success of it. The group is the 
Bicentennial Singers of 
Foreman School and the 
material is the American 
Revolution. And even though 
the Bicentennial is 
everywhere this year, the 
Foreman troopers have 
managed to give a fresh look 
to their tribute to America’s 
200th birthday. Their act is a 
fast-paced blend of old and 
new songs that reflect the 
positive feelings of the 
singers toward America. 

Beverly Bush, music 
teacher at Foreman, 
organized the group last 
spring. as a part of. the 
school’s Bicentennial ac- 
tivities. General meetings 
laid- the groundwork and 
auditions were held before 
school ended. “Eighty fifth 
and sixth-grade students 
tried out, and I finally settled 
on thirty-one for the group,” 
stated Miss Bush. 

Summer vacation was 
devoted to making costumes, 
“and the parents really 
oudid themselves,’’ she 
beamed. Her own blue 
colonial gown was a home 


Director Beverly Bush is a study in concentration as 
she plays the accompaniment to the singers. 
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project, but she doesn’t plan 
to expand her wardrobe. 
“They are difficult to make 
and very hot to wear,’’ she 
remarked of the long outfits. 

Rehearsals lasted through 
September, and the first 
performance came in Oc- 
tober. They have made 
thirteen performances so 
far, mostly in the evenings. 
“Four performances were 
during school-time, but they 
interfere with my other 
classes, so future bookings 
will have to be at night,” she 
said, adding that groups that 
wish to have the singers 
perform should contact the 
school office. 

Have there been any 
problems in traveling with 
such a _ large group? 
“Everything has gone well 
so far, but we once had a 
singer faint during a per- 
formance,’’ she recalled. 
“We were singing for the 
Lions at Bonanza restaurant. 
The room was very hot and 
quite smoky. I had always 
teased them that if they ever 
felt faint, they were to go 
down smiling. When the girl 
opened her eyes, the first 
thing she asked was, ‘Was I 
smiling?’ ”’ 


The costumes were elegant and authentic to the 
period...except for an occasional pair of 20th century 
sneakers. 


Standing as straight as 
the colonial soldier whose 
outfit he’s wearing, this 
singer takes his per- 
formance seriously. 


Mob caps and calico are 
the order for female cast 
members. 


formance. 


Sandy Ketchum and Valerie Wilson offered a guitar interlude during the per- 


The Bicentennial Singers pictured above are, left to right, Back row, Leslie 
Stevens, Debbie Lichtenberger, Bryan Richa, Julian Koleff, Karen Webber, Jim 
Kolczak, Kelly Prince, Bill Shroyer, and Eileen Stanzinski, Middle row, Linda 
Ehrhardt, Karen Shinabarger, Dawn Thompson, Shawn Sample, Darlene Henley, 


Leah Pearson, Kelly Shinabarger, Christine Wilson and Cathy Bobele, and Front 
row, Valerie Wilson, Jackie McManus, Richard Sebben, Sandy Spence, Jay 
Manfred, Ron Richa, Jeff Shaver, Chris Ehrlich, Amy Davenport, Sandy Ket- 


chum, Chris Bonner, and Jeff Eck. Not pictured is Vince Jaeger, who wasill. _ 


